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Dear Friends and Families of Erving Elementary School,

On Tuesday, Office Laura Gordon of the Erving Police Department and her K9 partner Ziva came 
to EES for a visit and were welcomed by staff and students.  Officer Gordon and Ziva have been 
together since September and are creating a magical bond as partners.  Ziva lives with Officer 
Gordon on a full-time basis, which means this is a 24/7 commitment for both of them.  Ziva will 
have two main job responsibilities while working with the Erving Police Department, she will work in 
the capacity of a search and rescue dog as well as a comfort dog.  I am thrilled to share that 
Officer Gordon and Ziva will be visiting EES every Friday, so the staff and students can help 
support Ziva as she trains to be an amazing comfort dog.  EES welcomes the partnership with the 
Erving PD, as Officer Gordan, Ziva and other officers of the police department visit the school 
throughout the year.

The chilly air has arrived. As a reminder, we ask that all students have a warm coat while outside 
for recess.  This can be especially hard for our older students, who often claim that it is “not cold”, 
but they still need to bundle up when outside during the school day. Students play outside all 
winter and when there is snow on the ground, they are required to wear waterproof snow pants 
and boots to play in the snow.  If they do not want to wear these items, they have to remain on 
the blacktop at recess.  

Mark your calendar:
December 11th – CNC playgroup in the gym – 10:00-11:30
December 23rd – Holiday concert – 10:00-11:00
                           Early Dismissal – 11:30 all students – NO LUNCH SERVED

Best,

Lisa



Sunday, Dec 11
CNC Playgroup

Gymnasium
10 – 11:30 am

Friday, Dec 23
Holiday Concert

Gymnasium
10 – 11 am

Early Dismissal
11:30 NO LUNCH

Monday, Dec 26 – 
Monday, Jan 2

CLICK HERE

https://mailchi.mp/75c1c2e0cb73/cnc-update-december-january


without students having to learn all of the rules for a sport’s game. We will get into some sports 
games later in the year here and there after we’ve worked on more basic skills, but for now, 
students are enjoying using these skills in an adapted way. 

 You will also see in some of the pictures, we’ve been having some snowball fights to end classes. 
These are very soft, indoor snowballs, that have provided so much fun and laughter with all of the 
classes. I’ve had so much fun being a target of the students as well, hearing “get Ms. Galvin!” I 
truly love seeing the engagement, happiness, and laughter of all of the kiddos I work with. It makes 
my day. 

In Health classes (grades 3-6), we wrapped up our Nutrition unit and have started to learn about 
our skeletal system, what it does for us, and some of the major bones. It’s been wonderful to see 
students engaged and invested in their learning and retaining so much week to week in our mini 
reviews to start each class. We will continue to learn about our different body systems over the 
coming weeks as well. 

As always, your students continue to impress me with their abilities to learn, be kind, be helpful, 
and step up to new challenges I give them. 

With Miss Galvin

Hello families from PE and Health! It’s been a fantastic 
several weeks of learning new games in PE for all classes! 
Students have been able to put many skills to use 
(throwing, catching, dodging, cooperating with others to 
complete a task, and more)! While we use many sports 
related skills in the games we play, I try to adapt games to 
make them fun for everyone, not just the students who 
love to play specific sports. In the upper grades, we play 
ultimate basketball, ultimate football, speedball (a game I 
learned from Mr. T that incorporates three sports but only 
using a soccer ball), and more. These games work on 
teamwork, passing, spacing, movement, and an end goal 
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Updates
from the
ART ROOM
November 2022 - Ms. Stewart (stewart@erving.com)

We’ve been busy!! Studios have opened one at a time, students gain access to more and more
areas of the classroom as they demonstrate responsibility for the tools and materials found
there. This fall we are focusing on building a repertoire of techniques, experimenting with new
ideas, and learning about other artists. In the spring, we work to refine ideas into finished
projects, and hope to have our work culminate in another Art Night. Stay tuned for details!

The preschoolers are having a grand time
cutting paper, mixing colors, experimenting
with light and shadow, and building with clay.
Ms. Butynski’s class pretended to see a purple
monster in the woods, and built a friend for it
with clay. Ms. Buell’s class decided to build an
oven out of cardboard, so they could “cook”
their clay pizzas.

The kindergarteners are eagerly exploring
their studio centers of paint, clay, sculpture,
and drawing. We looked at Monami Ohno’s
cardboard sculptures, tried some origami, and
made pinch pots.

First graders have been enjoying the freedom
to set up their own work area, and also
practicing the responsibility of cleaning it up.
Painting, clay, and sculpture continue to be
popular options, and they were inspired by
looking at the work of artists who use these
materials - artists such as Romuald Hazoume, Monami Ohno, and Kimmy Cantrell.



Making books, drawing cartoons, and building in clay have been activities of choice for the
second graders. They recently made passports to embark on an (online) journey to explore art
around the world. Some of the artists they’ve discussed include El Anatsui, Sayaka Ganz,
Calixtre Dakpogan, and Grace Lee of Eikcam Ceramics

The third graders are a sculpture-loving group. The work of Sayaka Ganz, Lucy Sparrow, and
Romuald Hazoume have been greeted with excitement. They’ve also shown a willingness to try
new things, such as liquid watercolor, making their own pompoms, and are eager to gain access
to the sewing machines.

In addition to the usual studios, the fourth and fifth graders are exploring some very old artistic
techniques such as Native American bead weaving, and Gyotaku, the traditional Japanese
method of printing fish to keep a record of their catch. In both classes, there is a subset of
students who have become experts on the sewing machines, while others are exploring
engineering interests in the sculpture studio. The 4th and 5th graders also took part in Jake
Parker’s Inktober drawing challenge, and are starting a unit on perspective drawing.

The sixth grade students are rising to
the challenge of larger, more
long-term projects in the art room this
year. They had the opportunity to use
plaster gauze to create masks or
bowls. They learned about digital
imagery creation using Pixlr E, and
thought about how images can be
modified to misrepresent reality. Each
student has also proposed a public art
project, a project that would remain at
Erving after they have graduated. It
has been lovely to see them think
deeply about what would benefit the
younger students and school
community as a whole.

DONATIONS!

The art room is always accepting donations. We
love it when students bring in bags of cardboard
tubes, lids, string, ties, cups, or other treasures from
home recycle bins. We also use donations of leftover
yarn, scrap fabric, drawing books, and other old or
unused art supplies. Thank you for thinking of us!



Library News 

We’re Reading! 

Back in October I challenged the middle grade students to read a book with over 100 pages. Many 
students have risen to the challenge! 



Students are exploring what a 
good and safe interaction 

feels like     looks like    sounds like 

SEL in The Classroom
Social Emotional Learning Newsletter 

Friendship or Hurting

What are we 
Learning? 

Students are learning about 
healthy friendships. Friendships 
can be tricky and students are 
learning when to know if it is 
friendship and when it turns into 
hurting. Students also are learning 
how to be an upstander in 
uncomfortable interactions. 

CREATE CALM

"If you think someone 
could use a friend, 

be one."



SPONSORED BY THE ERVING TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

Your voice matters! Connect with Erving Elementary
School’s faculty.

Please join us at the Erving Public Library for pizza,
salad, and hot chocolate. Come hear the latest on

contract negotiations and share your perspectives,
while your children enjoy crafts with staff members.

Thursday, 4:30-6:30pmDec 15, 2022
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ELIZABETH DESORGHER: ETA UNIT A PRESIDENT

desorgher@erving.com

mailto:desorgher@erving.com








SUN MON TUE WED THU

12/11
1PM

PUZZLE SWAP 
WITH THE 

FRIENDS OF 
THE LIBRARY 

12/5 
4-5 PM

PAWS TO
 READ 

 

10 AM STORY & PLAY GROUP
12 PM CRAFTS WITH THE                        

2 PM CONNECTICUT RIVER FLUTE CHOIR            

   12/18 

                 FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

                FREE CONCERT
 

LIBRARY@ERVING-MA.GOV - (413) 423-3348

Sunday & Wednesday
10am-4pm

 
Monday & Tuesday

12-6pm
 

Thursday
1-7pm

LIBRARY HOURS

 
12/4 
10AM

STORY & PLAY
GROUP

 

ERVING PUBLIC LIBRARYERVING PUBLIC LIBRARYERVING PUBLIC LIBRARY
DecemberSnapshotDecemberSnapshot

The Library will be closed on 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 and Sunday, January 1, 2023 in observance 

of the state's winter holidays. 

ART GALLERY 
open for browsing during regular

library hours, except when the
Community Room is booked for

an event or meeting

The monthly teen 
program will be 

on hiatus in 
December, see 

you in 2023!
 

Library closed 
on Sunday,

December 25



Story & Play Group, 1st & 3rd Sundays, December 4 & 18, 10-10:45 am
A sensory playtime with storytelling and word development for toddlers and their caregivers. 
No RSVP required. English and Spanish language friendly. This event has moved from 
Wednesday morning to enable more families to attend.

Paws to Read, Monday, December 5, 4:00-5:00 pm 
Kids read to a dog for 15 minutes. Dog handlers are present at all times. Four spots each 
month! RSVP required. Call or email today!

Friends Puzzle Swap, Sunday, December 11, 1:00-3:00 pm
Looking for a new jigsaw puzzle to do? The Friends of the Library will be holding a puzzle 
swap where you can exchange one jigsaw puzzle for another. Don’t have a puzzle to 
exchange? No problem, we have extra puzzles! All ages welcome. Brought to you by the 
Friends of the Erving Public Library.

Friends Craft Day, Sunday, December 18, 12:00 pm **earlier time this month!
Make a winter wreath using a pizza pan for the frame! Friends members will guide you 
through the process of making a wreath with an owl or gnome as the centerpiece. Materials 
provided. Free workshop for teens and adults. RSVP encouraged, call ahead or come the 
day of the event to see if a seat is available. Brought to you by the Friends of the Erving 
Public Library.  

Connecticut River Flute Choir, Sunday, December 18, 2:00 pm 
Free concert! Join us for seasonal winter music with an exceptional group of local musicians. 
Generously sponsored by the Connecticut River Flute Choir and the Friends of the Erving 
Public Library.

For Teens Only takes a hiatus in December, we look forward to seeing you in January 2023!
 

 

WWW.ERVING-MA.GOV/LIBRARY
DecemberProgramsDecemberPrograms
ERVING PUBLIC LIBRARYERVING PUBLIC LIBRARYERVING PUBLIC LIBRARY

EVENTS THIS MONTH

ON DISPLAY IN THE GALLERY
SALLY DELANEY, DECORATIVE WREATHS

through December 30
 

 

IN THE MAKERSPACE THIS MONTH
MAKE YOUR OWN:

 
•  Quietbooks      •   Felt Food      •  Gift Boxes
Creations made by adults for adults & kids to enjoy!



ERVING PUBL IC L IBRARY

STORY & 
PLAY GROUP

 

2 Care Drive, Erving, MA 01344
library@erving-ma.gov      413-423-3348

A sensory playtime with
storytelling and word

development. For toddlers
and their caregivers. No

RSVP required. Spanish and
English friendly. 

1ST & 3RD SUNDAYS
 

10-10:45 AM
December 4th & 18th 
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